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The distinguished surname Durandis was first brought to England in the wake of the

Norman Conquest of 1066. The name is patronymic in origin, signifying "the son of Durant,"
an Old French personal name. Looking at records from this time, we found Geoffry, Roger
and Henry Durant who claimed descent from Normandy c. 1180-95 ! while another census

in 1198, lists Aceline, Ralph, Richard, and Robert Durant. %

ANcIeENT HisTORY
Though shrouded by the mists of time, the chronicles of England indicate that the surname

Durandis is of Norman origin and ranks as one of the oldest. Tracing the history of the
distinguished name, it was found to be closely woven into the richly colourful tapestry of
the ancient history of Britain.

Diligent tracking by professional analysts using such ancient manuscripts as the Domesday
Book (compiled in 1086 by William the Conqueror), the Ragman Rolls, the Wace poem, the
Honour Roll of the Battel Abbey, The Curia Regis, Pipe Rolls, the Falaise Roll, tax records,
baptismals, family genealogies, and local parish and church records suggests that the name
Durandis was first found in Warwickshire, Worcestershire, and Shropshire at Tong, a parish,
in the union of Shiffnall, Shiffnall division of the hundred of Brimstree. "Tong Castle, the
seat of the family of Durant, a magnificent mansion remodelled in the last century, is
crowned with numerous turrets, pinnacles, and eight lofty domes, producing a striking
effect: it contains many valuable pictures and cabinets." ©!

The Domesday Book of 1086 has the first record of the family. Durandus, the Latin form of
the name in use at that time was registered in Winton, Hampshire as holding lands there at
that time. "

Another branch of the family were found at Wallingswells in the West Riding of Yorkshire.
"In excavating near the house[of Sir Thomas Woolaston White], in 1829, several stone coffins

were found, and amongst them that of Dame Margery Dourant, second abbess of the

convent, who died in the reign of Richard I ([1189-1199)]." ©¥!
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And yet another branch of the family was found in Cornwall. "The manor of Lanestock,
which is partly in the parish[of St. Austell], and partly in Tywardreath, has of late years
passed under the same title as Trenance Austell. This was anciently in the family of Durant,
from whom it passed into that of the Arundells of Trerice in Newlyn. The manor of
Thorlebear[in the parish of Launcells, Cornwall] was formerly the property of the Durants,

by whose heiress it was carried in marriage to the Arundells of Trerice." !

SPELLING VARIATIONS

Different spellings were ultimately traced to a common root, usually the name of one of the
Norman nobles or warriors at the Battle of Hastings. The surname, Durandis, was included
in many references. Similarly, from time to time, the surname was recorded as Durand,
Durant, Durande, Durrane, Dant, Dante and Dorantand many versions. Scribes recorded on
charters or documents the name as it sounded. It was not unlikely that a person would be
born with one spelling, married with another, and buried with another. All three related to
the same person. On the other hand, preferences for different spelling variations sometimes

indicated a branch of the family, a religious preference, or sometimes a national identity.
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The origin of the family name Durandis has been conjecturally traced to a Norman source.

Generally believed to be of French origin, the Normans were, more accurately, of Viking
origin. The Vikings landed in the Orkneys and Northern Scotland about the year 870 A.D.,
under their King, Stirgud the Stout. Later, under their Jarl, Thorfinn Rollo, they invaded
France about 911 A.D. The French King, Charles the Simple, after Rollo laid siege to Paris,
finally conceded defeat and granted northern France to Rollo. Rollo became the first Duke
of Normandy. His descendant, William, Duke of Normandy (1035-1087) invaded and
defeated England at the Battle of Hastings in 1066.

After the Conquest, Duke William took a census of most of England in 1086. It became known
a century later as the Domesday Book, and established, in perpetuity, the possession of
estates in England.

The surname Durandis emerged as a notable family name in Warwickshire, Worcestershire,
and Salop, where they held manors and estates. The Durandis family was originally from
Normandy, and settled in the above counties where they were granted lands by King
William. By the year 1140 they had moved north with the Earl of Huntingdon (later to
become King David of Scotland) and acquired the lands of Clerkington in East Lothian in
Scotland by a grant from King David. Andrew and Michael Durand succeeded the original
settler, and Walter Durand rendered homage to King Edward I of England on his brief
conquest of Scotland in 1296. They also acquired territories in Dumfriesshire. Malcolm
Durand held a stall in the Church at Lochmaben.

"The manor of Ellbridge or Tellbridge, (in the parish of Laneast, Cornwall) which is
mentioned in Doomsday under the name of Telbrig, was held by Reginald de Valletort under

the Earl of Cornwall."
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FarrLy NoTABLES

Notable amongst the family at this time was Thomas Drant (d. 1578?), English divine and
poet, born at Hagworthingham in Lincolnshire, son of Thomas Drant. "On the occasion of
Queen Elizabeth's visit to the university in August 1564 he composed copies of English,

Latin, and Greek verses, which he presented to her majesty. " ©®

John Durnat or Durance (fl. 1660), was an English Puritan divine who was an independent
preacher at Sandwich in 1644. "A year or two later he removed to Canterbury, where he
preached at first in a church and in a private room, and afterwards in the cathedral. The
royalist Edwards denounces him with characteristic violence. " ®

Joan Dant (1631-1715), was an English pedlar, born in Spitalfields, in the East End of London.
Upon her husband's premature death, she was forced to become a pedlar, selling goods to
fellow Quakers in the environs of London. Thanks to her frugality and good business sense,

she became a rich merchant, leaving £9,150 (equivalent to about £1,522,000 in 2021) in her
will when she died in 1715.
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THE GREAT MIGRATION

The democratic spirit of the New World beckoned. Many sailed aboard the fleet of sailing
ships known as the "White Sails," tiny, overcrowded vessels on which only the hardy

survived.

SETTLERS
There are 176 settlers with similar origins in the Appendix.
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CURRENT NOTABLES

Trekking westward from their ports of arrival, many settlers joined the wagon trains.
During the American War of Independence some declared their loyalty to the Crown and
moved northward into Canada and became known as the United Empire Loyalists.

There are 50 notables with similar origins in the Appendix.
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HISTORIC EVENTS

There are 4 historic event entries in the Appendix.
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The practice of representing people with symbols is ancient, and in England this habit
evolved with feudal society into a system of distinctive devices on shields. The heralds
developed an extensive armory that had the important function of distinguishing members
of the upper class from each other, whether at court or on the battlefield. Since then,
heraldry has grown into a complex field with many rules and a terminology that requires

some knowledge to interpret.

An Achievement of Arms such as the Durandis arms
i depicted on the left typically consists of these parts: the
Escrolls, displaying the family motto and name, the family
crest (if any) seen above the helmet, the actual Coat of
arms (also known as 'arms,' or 'the shield'), the Helmet
depicted below the crest, the Torse on top of the helmet,

and the Mantle draped from the helmet. Each of these

elements will be described below. Supporters were a later

ACHTIEVEMENT OF ARMS OF

addition to the Achievement; they are somewhat rare, and

DuranDpIs

are usually personal to the grantee.
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MANTLE oF DURANDIS

MorTTO

The mantle was spread over and draped from the helmet
and served as a protection, 'to repel the extremities of
wet, cold, and heat, and to preserve the armour from
rust.' The numerous cuts and slits suggest that it had been
torn and hacked on the field of battle. The style or design
of the mantling is up to the individual heraldic artist, and
it is usually depicted in the main color and metal from the
shield. The helmet (or Helm) varied in shape in different
ages and countries, often depicting rank. The Esquire's
Helm, as depicted here, is generally shown silver, with a
closed visor and facing to the dexter (its right). On top of
the helmet is a Torse or wreath which was formed by two
pieces of silk twisted together. Its purpose was to hold the

crest and mantle on the Helm.

The motto was originally a war cry or slogan. Mottoes first began to be shown with arms

in the 14th and 15th centuries, but were not in general use until the 17th century. Thus

the oldest coats of arms generally do not include a motto. Mottoes seldom form part of the

grant of arms: Under most heraldic authorities, a motto is an optional component of the

coat of arms, and can be added to or changed at will; many families have chosen not to

display a motto.

The coat of arms displayed here for the surname Durandis did not include a motto.

SHIELD

Shields (or Escutcheons) at first were painted simply with one or more bands of color or

'ordinaries'. Later, the ordinaries were used in conjunction with other figures or symbols.

The Coat of Arms for the surname Durandis can be described as follows:
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THE DURANDIS SHIELD

BLACK SHIELD

SILVER
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DURANDIS ARMS
A black shield with a silver fesse dancetté and three silver

fleur-de-lis in chief.

BLACK SHIELD

Sable (Archaic or literary English for black), the coldest of
the colors, corresponds to lead. Black, or "sable," is
symbolic of sadness. It also corresponds with winter and is
a humble color, suitable for the deeply religious. It
denotes the qualities of knowledge, piety, serenity and
work. Engravers represent it with numerous horizontal
and vertical lines crossing each other.

Symbolic Virtues: Sable symbolizes the virtues of
prudence and wisdom. The bearer of sable is obliged to
protect widows and to guard the possessions of those who
are absent. It is associated with serenity, pity and grief.
Precious Stone: Diamond

Planet: Saturn

Obligations: Protect widows and guard the possessions of

those who are absent.

SILVER

Argent (from the French for silver), or Silver is one of the
two metals used in heraldry. It is usually represented on a
shield by the colors gray or white.

This metal represents nobility, peace and serenity. It is
associated with the qualities of purity and chastity,

because the metal withstands the test of fire.
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" FESSE DANCETTHE

- CERTIFICATE No.5789692025314

FESSE DANCETTE
When a fesse is dancetté (from the French "danché" and
"dentellé") this implies partition lines that represents
water; even though it's triangular edge more resembles
mountains than water. It signifies industry and e
accomplishment. .
The fesse is a broad, horizontal band across the center of
the shield that represents the military belt and girdle of
honor of the ancients. It signifies that the bearer must
always be in readiness to act for the well being of the
people. It is supposed to occupy a full third of the height
of the shield, though it is seldom drawn this way. Its
position is directly across the center of the shield unless
the fesse is described as enhanced or abased. There can

only be one fesse on a shield.
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THREE
"Three" devices, beasts or ordinaries of the same have a
special significance in heraldry.

First of all, there is the obvious reference to the Trinity in
the design that would signify observance of the Christian
doctrine.

Secondly, with many Arms it brings balance that is :
steeped in tradition. To better understand this latter
scenario, we must look at the evolution of shield in
personal armory. Kite shields that were the most popular

from the the 10th-14th century evolved into Heater
shields that had flat tops c. 1250. This was the time of
heraldry's beginnings and when "three" objects were used

for balance in each corner of the shield.

Later, with the advent of the "chief," "chevron" and

"bend" three devices brought balance to these ordinaries

too.
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FLEUR-DE-LIS

Tue CREST

FLEUR-DE-LIS

The fleur-de-lis is a very ancient and widely used symbol.
It is found in East Indian, Egyptian and Etruscan
decorations, as well as Roman and Gothic architecture.
It may originally have been intended to represent a lily or
white iris, or an arrow or spearhead. In Christian
symbolism, the fleur-de-lis is used as a symbol of the Holy
Trinity and as an ensign of the Virgin Mary.

In heraldry, it is also said to signify faith, wisdom, and
valor. Fleurs-de-lis are now most commonly associated
with France.

In ancient times they may have signified a connection
with that country through war, marriage or property
rights. In English arms it was sometimes used as a mark of

cadency for the sixth son.

IN CHIEF

Any charge that is said to be 'in chief' is placed in the
upper 1/3 of the shield. A chief itself stands for authority

and domination of will.

The Crest was worn on top of the helmet, and was usually made of wood, metal, or boiled

leather. It provided the double advantage of easy identification and the addition of height

to the wearer. The Crest for the surname Durandis is described as follows:
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THE DURANDIS CREST

SILVER

FLEUR-DE-LIS

CERTIFICATE No. 5789692025314

A SILVER FLEUR-DE-LIS.

SIL.VER

Argent (from the French for silver), or Silver is one of the
two metals used in heraldry. It is usually represented on a
shield by the colors gray or white.

This metal represents nobility, peace and serenity. It is
associated with the qualities of purity and chastity,

because the metal withstands the test of fire.

FLEUR-DE-LIS

The fleur-de-lis is a very ancient and widely used symbol.
It is found in East Indian, Egyptian and Etruscan
decorations, as well as Roman and Gothic architecture.
It may originally have been intended to represent a lily or
white iris, or an arrow or spearhead. In Christian
symbolism, the fleur-de-lis is used as a symbol of the Holy
Trinity and as an ensign of the Virgin Mary.

In heraldry, it is also said to signify faith, wisdom, and
valor. Fleurs-de-lis are now most commonly associated
with France.

In ancient times they may have signified a connection
with that country through war, marriage or property
rights. In English arms it was sometimes used as a mark of

cadency for the sixth son.
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William James Durant (1885-1981) American author who shared the 1968 Pulitzer
Prize for Nonfiction with his wife Ariel and later was awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom by President Ford in 1977

William Crapo "Billy" Durant (1861-1947) American leading pioneer of the United
States automobile industry, founder of General Motors and Chevrolet

Ariel Durant (1898-1981) American author who shared the 1968 Pulitzer Prize for
Nonfiction with her husband Will and later was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom by President Ford in 1977 et
Omara Durand Elias (b.1991) Cuban visually impaired sprinter, four-time gold
medalist at the 2012, 2016, 2020 and 2024 Paralympics

Samuel Thornton Durrance Ph.D. (1943-2023) American scientist who flew aboard
two NASA Space Shuttle missions as a payload specialist

Sir Henry Thomas Estridge Durrant (1807-1861) 3rd Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk,
English peer

Sir Thomas Durrant (1775-1829) 2nd Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk, English peer

Sir Thomas Durrant (1722-1790) 1st Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk, High Sheriff of
Norfolk in 1784, English peer

Kenneth W. Durant (1919-1942) United States Navy sailor killed in action on
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, 3 November 1942, eponym of the USS Durant (DE-389) -
Marguerite Durand (1864-1936) French stage actress, journalist, and a leading
suffragette who founded her own newspaper and ran for election, eponym of the
Bibliothéque Marguerite Durand

Ciro Duran (1937-2022) Colombian screenwriter and film director

Robert "Bob" Bondurant (1933-2021) American racecar driver who raced for the B
Shelby American, Ferrari, and Eagle teams, founder of the Bob Bondurant School of -
High Performance Driving which has been responsible for training generations of

American racing drivers

Mr. John Dorand, British sheriff, held the joint position of Sheriff of Nottingham,

England from 1514 to 1515

Carlo Durante (1946-2020) Italian gold, silver and bronze medalist Paralympic

athlete who mainly competed in category T11 marathon events

Stuart 0. Bondurant (1929-2018) American professor and dean emeritus at the UNC

School of Medicine in Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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Erica Durance (b.1978) Canadian actress from Calgary, Alberta, best known for
portraying Lois Lane on the series Smallville as Dr. Alex Reid on the medical drama
series Saving Hope

Sir William Alexander Estridge Durrant (b.1929) 8th Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk,
English peer

Sir William Henry Estridge Durrant (1901-1994) 7th Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk,
English peer

Sir William Henry Estridge Durrant (1872-1953) 6th Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk,
English peer

Sir William Robert Estridge Durrant (1840-1912) 5th Baronet of Scottow, Norfolk,
English peer
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APPENDIX -,

EMPRESS oF IRELAND
RMS Empress of Ireland departing from Quebec City, Quebec, Canada bound for Liverpool, England, United

Kingdom was struck by the Norwegian SS Storstad due to fog on May 29, 1914. The ocean liner received
severe damage and began to flood, she was carrying a total of 1057 passengers and 420 crew, of which 1012

Wr————— e SN |

people died.

EMPRESS OF IRELAND

SURNAME VARIANTS OF DURANDTS
e  Mrs. Frances Durrant (1884-1914) née King Canadian Third Class Passenger from

Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada who was traveling aboard the Empress of Ireland and
died in the sinking
Mr. James Durrant (1890-1914) Canadian Third Class Passenger from Owen Sound, sl

Ontario, Canada who was traveling aboard the Empress of Ireland and died in the e

sinking "
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HMS DoORSETSHIRE

During World War II, HMS Dorsetshire was assigned to Force A of the Eastern Fleet. She was dispatched to
escort a convoy of ships for repairs when she was spotted by a Japanese air craft from the Japanese Cruiser
Tone. Once spotted, dive bombers attacked the HMS Dorsetshire from three different Aircraft Carriers

finally sinking her on the 5th April 1942 along with her sister ship.

HMS DoRSETSHIRE

SURNAME VaRIANTS OF DURANDIS
Bryan Cecil Durant, British Lieutenant Commander Navigation aboard the HMS

Dorsetshire (1945) when she was struck by air bombers and sunk; he survived the

sinking (8]
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USS INDIANAPOLTS
The USS Indianapolis was on a top-secret mission delivering uranium to the Tinian Naval Base as well as
other parts required for the atomic bomb "Little Boy", which would eventually be dropped on Hiroshima.
Upon completion of her duty she was to return the crew to Leyte for training, on the 30th July she was
struck by torpedoes from the Japanese submarine I-58. There was 1,195 crewmen aboard the ship when she
was struck, of that number 300 went down with the ship, the remaining crew were stranded in the water,
as their mission was so top-secret no one knew they were in the area. The stranded survivors faced =
exposure and dehydration for 4 days prior to being spotted, but many also died from these as well as '
saltwater poisoning and shark attacks. As there had not been enough life boats or like jackets those 4 days
were bleak. Once they were spotted and rescue attempts started only 316 crewmen were saved, of those 2
died after from their injures.

INDIANAPOLIS OFF MARE ISLAND ON IO JULY 1945

SURNAME VARIANTS OF DURANDIS

e Ralph Joseph Durand Jr., American crew member on board the ship "USS -
Indianapolis" when she was on a top secret trip for the first nuclear weapon, she was

sunk by Japanese Navy on 30th July 1945, he was one of the many who were killed in

the sinking due to exposure, dehydration, saltwater poisoning and shark attacks 9
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AMERICAN SETTLERS

SURNAME VARIANTS OF DURANDIS

Diego Duran, who settled in America in 1510
Rodrigo Durén, who arrived in Cartagena in 1534
Juan Duran, who arrived in Mexico in 1563

Juan Duran, who arrived in Peru in 1565

Diego Durdn, who settled in Mexico and wrote a "History of the Indies of New Spain"
based on Mexican legends. He died in Mexico in 1588
William Durand who settled in Virginia in 1635

William Durand, who landed in Virginia in 1635 L10]

Richard Durrant, who arrived in Virginia in 1635 1107

Elizabeth Durand, who landed in Maryland in 1648-1649 0]

William Durand, who landed in Maryland in 1648 (101

William Durant, who arrived in Maryland in 1648 L]

Jo Durant, who arrived in Virginia in 1650 L1601

John Duran, who arrived in Virginia in 1654 [0l

Tho Durant, who landed in Virginia in 1654 Fiel

John Durand, who landed in New England in 1657 f10]

George Durant, who arrived in North Carolina in 1661 110l
Geo Duram, who landed in Virginia in 1664 [10]
An Durant, who arrived in Virginia in 1665 (10l
Thomas Dante, who arrived in Maryland in 1669 L10]

Thomas Dant, who immigrated to Maryland in 1674

CANADIAN SETTLERS

SURNAME VARIANTS OF DURANDIS

Jean Durant, aged 21, who landed in Canada in 1657

Mr. Jean Durant, French labourer travelling to Canada to work for Antoine Grignon,
Pierre Gaigneur, and Jacques Massé, arriving on 3rd March 1657 !
Mr. William Durie U.E. who settled in Saint John, New Brunswick c. 1784 (2]

Samuel Durrant, who landed in Canada in 1832
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AUSTRALIAN SETTLERS

SURNAME VARIANTS OF DURANDIS

Mr. Edward Durant, English convict who was convicted in Lincoln, Lincolnshire,
England for life, transported aboard the "Dromedary" on 11th September 1819,
arriving in Tasmania (Van Diemen's Land) !**!

Miss Maria Durrant, English convict who was convicted in Sussex, England for 14
years, transported aboard the "Fanny" on 14th July 1832, arriving in New South
Wales, Australia [14]

Mr. Thomas Durrant, English convict who was convicted in St Albans, Hertfordshire,
England for 7 years, transported aboard the "Eden" on 27th August 1836, arriving in
Tasmania (Van Diemen's Land), he died in 1843 (23]

James Durrant, who arrived in Adelaide, Australia aboard the ship "Isabella Watson"
in 1846 1*°

Susannah Durant, who arrived in Adelaide, Australia aboard the ship "David

Malcolm" in 1847 ")

NEW ZEALAND SETTLERS

SURNAME VaRIANTS OF DURANDIS

Peter Doreen, who landed in Wellington, New Zealand in 1840 aboard the ship Bengal
Merchant &

Peter jun Doreen, who landed in Wellington, New Zealand in 1840 aboard the ship
Bengal Merchant [18]

Thomas Doreen, who landed in Wellington, New Zealand in 1840 aboard the ship
Bengal Merchant (18]

William Durrant, aged 25, a labourer, who arrived in Port Nicholson aboard the ship
"Gertrude" in 1841 *°!

Mr. Elisha Durrant, British settler, as the 2nd Detachment of New Zealand Corps of
Royal New Zealand Fencibles travelling from Gravesend aboard the ship "Minerva"
arriving in Auckland, New Zealand on 8th October 1847 2%

Edward Durand, who arrived in Canterbury aboard the ship "Hastings" in 1856
Mary Durand, who arrived in Canterbury aboard the ship "Hastings" in 1856
Sarah Ann Durand, who arrived in Canterbury aboard the ship "Hastings" in 1856

Mr. John Durran, British settler travelling from London aboard the ship "Palmyra"
arriving in Dunedin, Otago, South Island, New Zealand on 19th February 1858 !
Mrs. Durran, British settler travelling from London aboard the ship "Palmyra"

arriving in Dunedin, Otago, South Island, New Zealand on 19th February 1858 [21)

F. Durrant, who arrived in Nelson, New Zealand aboard the ship "Golconda" in 1859

Miss Durrance, British settler travelling from Plymouth aboard the ship "Roman
Emperor" arriving in Lyttlelton, Christchurch, South Island, New Zealand on 30th
March 1863 12!
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e Mrs. Elizabeth Durant, (b. 1833), aged 32, Cornish settler departing on 17th April
1865 aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Canterbury, New
Zealand on 23rd July 1865 1%

e  Miss Elizabeth Durant, (b. 1864), aged 7 months, Cornish settler departing on 17th
April 1865 aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Canterbury, New
Zealand on 23rd July 1865 1%

e  Miss Margaret Durant, (b. 1863), aged 2, Cornish settler departing on 17th April 1865
aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Canterbury, New Zealand on
23rd July 1865 2

e  Mr. Thomas Durant, (b. 1834), aged 31, Cornish blacksmith departing on 17th April
1865 aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Canterbury, New
Zealand on 23rd July 1865 1%

e  Mr. Thomas Durant, (b. 1861), aged 4, Cornish settler departing on 17th April 1865
aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Canterbury, New Zealand on
23rd July 1865 %

e  Miss Elizabeth Durant, (b. 1864), aged 7 months, British settler travelling from
Gravesend aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Christchurch,
South Island, New Zealand on 23rd July 1865 (20]

e  Mrs. Elizabeth Durant, (b. 1833), aged 32, British settler travelling from Gravesend
aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Christchurch, South Island,
New Zealand on 23rd July 1865 e

e  Mr. Thomas Durant, (b. 1834), aged 31, British blacksmith travelling from Gravesend
aboard the ship "Indian Empire" arriving in Lyttelton, Christchurch, South Island,
New Zealand on 23rd July 1865 *°!
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Here is a listing of some of the sources consulted when researching British surnames. The

resources below directly or indirectly influenced the authors of our surname histories. We

have most of these titles in our library, others we have borrowed or had access to. Source

materials have been chosen for their reliability and authenticity. Our research into

surnames is ongoing, and we are continually adding to our source library. For each surname

history, we seek and refer to sources specific to the surname; these are generally not

included in the list below.

ENGLAND =

Bardsley, C.W. A Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames: With
Special American Instances. Wiltshire: Heraldry Today, 1901.

Barrow, G.W.S., ed. The Charters of David I: The Written Acts of
David I King of Scots, 1124-53, and of His Son Henry, Earl of
Northumberland, 1139-52. Woodbridge, UK: The Boydell Press,
1999.

Baxter, Angus. In Search of Your British and Irish Roots. 4th Ed.
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1999.

Bede, The Venerable. Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis Anglorum (The
Ecclesiastical History of the English People). Available through
Internet Medieval Sourcebook, the Ford}flam University Center for
Medieval Studies.

Bell, Robert. The Book of Ulster Surnames. Belfast: Blackstaff,
1988. (ISBN-10: 0-85-640416-0)

Bullock, L.G. Historical Map of England and Wales. Edinburgh:
Bartholomew and Son, 1971.

Burke, Sir Bernard. Burke’s Genealogical and Heraldic History of
the Landed Gentry: Including American Families with British
Ancestry.(2 Vols.) London: Burke Publishing, 1939.

Burke, Sir Bernard. General Armory: of England, Scotland, Ireland,
and Wales. Ramsbury: Heraldry Today, 1989 (1884 edition)

Burke, Sir Bernard. Genealogical and Heraldic History of the
Peerage and Baronetage, The Privy Council, Knightage and
Companionage. London: Burke Publishing, 1921.

Burke, John Bernard Ed. The Roll of Battle Abbey. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing, 2005 (1848). Chadwick, Nora Kershaw and
J.X.W.P. Corcoran. The Celts. London: Penguin, 1970. (ISBN 0-14-
021211-6)

Cook, Chris. English historical facts, 1603-1688. London:
Macmillan, 1980.

Cottle, Basil. The Penguin Dictionary of Surnames, 2nd ed. London:
Penguin, 1978.
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Holt, J.C. Ed. Domesday Studies. Woodbridge: Boydell, 1987. (ISBN
0-85115-477-8)

Hopkins, Andrea. Knights: The Complete Story of the Age of
Chivalry from Historical Fact to Tales of Romance and Poetry. New
York: Artabras, 1990. (ISBN 0-89660-013-0)

Humble, Richard. The Fall of Saxon England. New York: Barnes &
Noble, 1975. (ISBN 0-88029-987-8)

Ingram, Rev. James. Translator. Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. 1823.
(Compiled on the orders of King Alfred the Great in 1890).

Kamen, Henry. European Society, 1500-1700. London: Hutchinson,
1984. (ISBN: 0-09-156991-5) g

Le Patourel, John. The Norman Empire. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1976. (ISBN 0-19-822525-3)

Leeson, Francis L. Dictionary of British Peerages. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing, 1986. (ISBN 0-8063-1121-5)

Lennard, Reginald. Rural England 1086-1135: A Study of Social and
Agrarian Conditions. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1959.

Macaulay, Thomas Babington. History of England from the
Accession of James the Second. 4 volumes. New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1879.

Marcham, Frederick George. A Constitutional History of Modern
England, 1485 to the Present. London: Harper & Brothers, 1960.

Markale, J. Celtic Civilization. London: Gordon & Cremonesi, 1976.

Marshall, George William. The genealogist’s guide to printed
pedigrees. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1885.



Crispin, M. Jackson and Leonce Macary. Falaise Roll: Recording
Prominent Companions of William Duke of Normandy at the
Conquest of England. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1985
(1938). (ISBN: 9-78-080630-0801)

Debrett, J. Debrett’s Peerage and Titles of Coutresy 1891. London:
Dean and Son, 1891

Elster , Robert J. International Who’s Who. London : Europa/
Routledge, Published annually since 1935.

Fairbairn. Fairbairn’s Book of Crests of the Families of Great
Britain and Ireland. 4th ed. 2 volumes in one. Baltimore: Heraldic
Book Company, 1968.

Hanks, Patricia. and Flavia Hodges. A Dictionary of Surnames.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988. (ISBN 0-19-211592-8)

Hinde, Thomas, Ed. The Domesday Book: England’s Heritage, Then
and Now. Surrey: Colour Library Books, 1995. (ISBN 1-85833-440-3)

Hitching, F.K and S. Hitching. References to English Surnames in
1601 and 1602. Walton on Thames: 1910 (ISBN 0-8063-0181-3)

Mills, A.D. Dictionary of English Place-Names. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1991 (ISBN 0-19-869156-4)

Papworth , J.W. And A.W. Morant. Ordinary of British Armorials.
London: T. Richards, 1874.

Reaney P.H. And R.M. Wilson. A Dictionary of Surnames. London:
Routledge, 1991.

Shaw, William A. Knights of England: : A Complete Record from
the Earliest Time to the Present Day of the Knights of all the
Orders of Chivalry in England, Scotland, Ireland, and Knights
Bachelors. 2 Vols. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing , 1971
(reprint of 1906). (ISB: 080630443X )

Shirley, Evelyn Philip. Noble and Gentle Men of England; or, Notes
Touching The Arms and Descendants of the Ancient Knightly and

Gentle Houses of England: Arranged in their Respective Counties.

Westminster: John Bowyer Nichols and Sons, 3rd Ed. 1866.

Thirsk ,Joan ed. et al. The Agrarian History of England and Wales.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 7 volumes.

Williams, Dr. Ann, and G.H. Martin eds. Domesday Book: A
Complete Translation. London: Penguin, 1992.

TRrUSTED WEB-SITES

British History Online: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/

United Kingdom National Archives:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

College of Arms (England): http://college-of-arms.gov.uk/

Library and Archives Canada:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/

The National Archives (USA): http://www.archives.gov/

MEepievaL RoLLs

Where available we consult Medieval rolls or use their
information as reprinted in secondary sources.

Assize Rolls: records from court sessions

Calendarium Inquisitionum Post Mortem: Feudal inquiries,
undertaken after the death of a feudal tenant in chief to establish
what lands were held and who should succeed to them. Records
exist from around 1240-1660.

Curia Regis Rolls (Rotuli Curiae Regis): Rolls and Records of the
Court held before the king’s Justices. Variously translated and
published , London 1835),

Register of the Freemen of York: list of freemen from 13th-18th
century, published by the Surtees Society, Francis Collins
(editor{in 1897.

Historia Regum Britanniae (“The History of the Kings of Britain”):
a legendary account of British history, accredited to Geoffrey of
Monmouth in around 1136.

Hundred Rolls ( Rotuli Hundredorum): various royal inquests,
documents were held in the tower of London. Much was published
in 1818Ragman Rolls: rolls of deeds on parchment in which the
Scottish nobility and gentry subscribed allegiance to Edward I. of
England, A. D. 1296.

Subsidy Rolls: taxation records from the 12th to the 17th
centuries.

Pipe Rolls: rolls of the Exchequer of accounts of the royal income,
arranged by county, for each financial year. Many 12th and 13th
century documents have been published with indexes by the Pipe
Roll Society.

Roll of Battle Abbey: a list of the principal Norman Knights said to
have accompanied William across the English Channel. Original
roll was lost.

Feet of Fines: Legal agreements, usually about property ownership

Charters: documents recording grants, usually of land recorded by
the Chancery

Heralds’ visitations: 16th-17th century, county by county visits to
regulate the use of arms; many published by the Harleian Society.

SURNAMES

Cottle, Basil. The Penguin Dictionary of Surnames, 2nd ed. London:
Penguin, 1978.

Lower, Mark. Dictionary of Surnames. Hertfordshire :Wordsworth
Editions, 1968 (ISBN 1-85-326916-6)
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Dunkling Leslie. Dictionary of Surnames. Toronto: Collins, 1998.
(ISBN 0-00-472059-8)

Hanks, Patricia. and Flavia Hodges. A Dictionary of Surnames.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988. (ISBN 0-19-211592-8)

Hanks, Hodges, Mills and Room. The Oxford Names Companion.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. (ISBN 0-19-860561-7)

Reaney P.H. And R.M. Wilson. A Dictionary of Surnames. London:
Routledge, 1991.

Magnusson, Magnus. Chambers Biographical Dictionary. 5th ed.
Edinburgh: W & R Chambers, 1990

Robb H. Amanda and Andrew Chesler. Encyclopedia of American
Family Names. New York: HaperCollins, 1995 (ISBN 0-06-270075-8)

HeraLDRrY

Brooke-Little, J.P. An Heraldic Alphabet. London: Robson, 1985.
(ISBN 0-86051-320-3 PB)

Elvin, C.N. Elvin’s Handbook of Mottoes: Revised With Supplement
and Index by R. Pinches. London: Heraldry Today, 1971. (ISBN 0-
900455-04-7

Foster, Joseph. Dictionary of Heraldry: Feudal Coats of Arms and
Pedigrees. London: Bracken Books, 1989. (ISBN 1-85170-309-8)

Fox-Davies, Arthur. A Complete Guide to Heraldry. New York:
Bonanza, 1978. (ISBN 0-517-26643-1)

Fox-Davies, Arthur. Heraldry: A Pictorial Archive for Artists &
Designers. New York: Dover, 1991. (ISBN 0-486-26906-X)

Koller, K. and A. Schillings. Armorial Universal. Brussels: Libraire
Encyclopédique, 1951.

Parker, James. Glossary of Terms Used in Heraldry. Rutland, Vt:
Tuttle, 1970. (ISBN 0-8048-0715-9)

Pine, L.G. Heraldry and Genealogy. London: Teach Yourself Books,
1970. (ISBN 0-340-05614-2)

Puttock, Colonel A.G. Dictionary of Heraldry and Related Subjects.
London: John Gifford, 1970.

Uden, Grant. A Dictionary of Heraldry. London: Longmans, 1968.
(ISBN 582-15471-9)

Von Volbroth, Carl-Alexander. Heraldry: Customs, Rules and
Styles. London: New Orchard, 1991. (ISBN 1-95079-037-X)

Williamson, David. Debrett’s Guide to Heraldry and Regalia.
London: Headline Book Publishing, 1992.

Woodcock, Thomas and John Martin Robinson. The Oxford Guide
to Heraldry. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988. (ISBN 0-19-
285224-8)

EMiGgraTION

Bolton, Charles Knowles. Scotch Irish Pioneers In Ulster And
America. Montana: Kessinger Publishing, 2006 (1910).

Bowman, George Ernest. The Mayflower Reader: A Selection of
Articles from The Mayflower Descendant. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing, 1996 (reprint)

Colletta, John P. They Came In Ships. Salt Lake City: Ancestry,
1993.

Filby , P. William an d Mar K. Meyer. Passenger and Immigarion
Lists Index. In Four Volumes. Detroit: Gale Research, 1985. (ISBN 0-
8103-1795-8)

Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Galveston, Texas 1896-1951.
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

The Norman People: And Their Existing Descendants in The
British Dominions and the United States of America. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing, 1975. (ISBN 0-8063-0636-X)

Samuelsen, W. David. New York City Passenger List Manifests
Index, 1820-1824. North Salt Lake, Utah: Accelerated Indexing
Systems International, 1986

Sanders, Joanne McRee ed. English Settlers in Barbados, 1637-
1800. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing,

Seary, E. R. Family Names of the Island of Newfoundland -
Corrected Edition. Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press,
1998. (ISBN 0-7735-1782-0)

Skordas, Gust, Ed. The Early Settlers of Maryland: an Index to
Names of Immigrants, Compiled from Records of Land Patents,
1633-1680, in the Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1968.

Smith, Leonard H. Jr. Nova Scotia Immigrants to 1867 - Volume I.
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1992.

Thomas, Wilson B. and Emily S. Wilson. Directory of the Province
of Ontario. Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon House, 1857.

Virkus, Frederick A. Ed. Immigrant Ancestors: A List of 2,500
Immigrants to America Before 1750. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing, 1964

W}%yte, Donald. A Dictionary of Scottish Emigrants to Canada
Before Confederation. Toronto: Ontario Genealogical Society, 1986.
(ISBN 0-920036-09-0)

CaNADA

Baxter, Angus. In Search of your Canadian Roots: Tracing your
Family Tree in Canada. Toronto: MacMillan, 1989. (ISBN 0-7715-
9201-9)

Beddoe Alan. Canadian Heraldry. Ottawa: Royal Heraldry Society
of Canada, 1981.
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Jackson, Ronald Vern, et al. Canada 1800-1842 Census -
Miscellaneous. North Salt Lake, Utah: Accelerated Indexing
Systems International, 1989.

Maclean . Rose, George. A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography
Being Chiefly Men of the Time: a collection of persons
distinguished in professional and political life : leaders in the
commerce and industry of Canada, and successful pioneers.
Toronto: Rose, 1886.



Bercuson, David J. and J.L. Granatstein. Collins Dictionary of
Canadian History: 1867 to Present. Toronto: Collins, 1988. (ISBN 0-
00-217758-7)

Canadian Almanac and Directory - Annual editions. Toronto: Grey
House

Canadian Who’s Who. Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
Published annually

Colombo, John Robert. Colombo’s Canadian Quotations. Toronto:
Colombo and Company, 1974.

Cook, Ramsay, Réal Bélanger and Jean Hamelin. Dictionary of
Canadian Biography: 1921 To 1930. Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 2006 (ISBN 0-80-209087-7)

Myers, Jan. Canadian Facts and Dates. Richmond Hill: Fitzhenry &
Whiteside, 1991. (ISBN 1-55041-073-3)

0ld United Empire Loyalists Lists. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing, 1976. (ISBN 0-8063-0331-X)

Olivier, Reginald L. Your Ancient Canadian Family Ties. Logan,
Utah: Everton Publishers, 1972.

Reid, William D. The Loyalists in Ontario: The Sons and Daughters
of the American Loyalists of Upper Canada. Lambertville, NJ:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1973.

Reid, William D. Scottish Tradition in Canada. Toronto: McClelland
and Stewart, 1976.Whyte, Donald. A Dictionary of Scottish
Emigrants to Canada Before Confederation. Toronto: Ontario
Genealogical Society, 1986. (ISBN 0-920036-09-0)

UNITED STATES

Best, Hugh. Debretts Texas Peerage. New York: Coward-McCann,
1983 (ISBN:0-69-811244-X)

Bolton, Charles Knowles. Bolton’s American Armory. Baltimore:
Heraldic book company, 1964.

Bradford, William. History of Plymouth Plantation, 1620-1647.
Edited by Samuel Eliot Morrison. 2 vols. New York: Russell and
Russell, 1968.

Browning, Charles, H. Americans of Royal Descent. Baltimore:
Genealogical publishing, 2004 (1911). (ISBN 9-78-080630-0542)

Crozier, William Armstron% Ed. Crozier’s General Armory: A
Registry of American Families Entitled to Coat Armor. New York:
Fox, Duffield, 1904.

Egle, William Henry. Pennsylvania Genealogies: Scotch-Irish and
German. Harrisburg: L. S. Hart, 1886.

Library of Congress. American and English GenealoEies in the
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Matthews, John. Matthews’ American Armoury and Blue Book.
London: John Matthews, 1911.

Vermont, E. de V. American Heraldica: A Compilation of Coats of
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in This Country Before 1800. New York: Heraldic Publishing
Company, 1965.
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Fraser, John Foster. Australia: The Making of a Nation. London:
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